CHAPTER  13
Papen's Marburg Speech
The Vice-Chancellor's Circle
The exclusion of the Vice-Chancellor from the Govern-
ment reached the height of the ridiculous in the latter half
of 1933 and the first half of 1934. The bulk of the Conserva-
tive ministers who had entered the Government with Papen
either no longer wished to be associated with Hitler's power
politics or else had deserted him. Hugenberg, for example,
had enough pride left to resign all his offices. This was on
the 27th June 1933, the day that the German Nationalist
Party was dissolved. He still remained a member of the
Reichstag, and was occasionally present at the infrequent
sessions called by Hitler for the purpose of inflicting his
speeches on the deputies. Apart from this he had retired
completely, and became an embittered and reserved man.
Inwardly he was violently at odds with Hitler. He, at
least, made a dignified exit. Franz Seldte, the leader of the
Stahlfyelm, watched the destruction of his organisation
without a murmur. He embraced National Socialism, and
then part of his force was; for a short time at least, ranged as
the S.T. group beside the SA and the S.S. From the
middle of 1933 Seldte was classed as one of Hitler's partisans.
Secretary of State Gereke was arrested by the Gestapo, and
Herr von Bismarck, another Secretary of State, was ground-
lessly dismissed a few weeks after Hitler took over.
Papen made no dignified farewell, nor had he any inten-
tion of renouncing his position of his own accord* Hitler
drove him perforce into the arms of the Catholic Action,
and there he sought to ally himself with some courageous
politicians. Among Papen's closest intimates at this time
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